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6- 8-59

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

MISSOULA, JUNE (OO)-—The National Science Foundation this week granted
$11,225

geology research to Dr<> Rdbert Fields of the Montana State Uni

versity Department of Geology for research work in the intermountain basins
of Western Montana covering a period of three years starting next August, i t
was announced by Dr. Fred S. Hohkala, chairman of the department.
The grant w ill allow Dr. Fields to continue specialized studies in
vertebrate paleontology, a subject that geologists agree has been largely
neglected in Western Montana for many years.

According to Dr. Fields, the

Western Montana area escaped attention in the early days because o f the fact
that i t was o ff the main lin e of t r a ffic .

There was also the further fact

that areas to the south and east presented geologists with more readily acces
sible diggings and as a result most of the investigations have been conducted
in the Great Plains area and the larger intermountain basins of the southern
Rockies.
During the next three years, with the aid o f a graduate assistant,
Dr. Fields w ill make a collection from areas a ll over the western part of
the state, prepare geological maps of areas involved, and then make laboratory
analysis and interpretation of materials turned up in the study.

At the

outset the region within the Madison and Townsend valleys w ill be studied,
followed by areas adjacent to Deer Lodge, the Bitter Root, and Blackfoot
valleys.
Dr. Fields received his bachelor and doctoral degrees from the University
of California.

Prior to joining MSU in 1955> he was associated with Shell

Oil Company as fie ld geologist.
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